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AS WAR ENDS, WPB CHAIRMAN PROMISES LIFTING OF RESTRICTIONS ON CONSUMER GOODS, 
BUT CHANGES IN REFRIGERATOR REGULATIONS ARE STILL TO COME 


With the coming of peace the War Production Board is moving swiftly to drop restrictions on manu- 
facture of civilian goods, but as of Thursday, Aug. 16, there had been no announcement concerning 
changes in regulations governing production of household refrigerators. 


WPB Chairman J. A. Krug did state that he now expects to see 825,000 household refrigerators 
made during the rest of this year, which is 160,000 more than the “secondary ceiling’ of 655,000 for 
the combined third and fourth quarters established two weeks ago by WPB. 


In a general statement Mr. Krug declared that WPB’s reconversion plans call for lifting ceilings on 
production of automobiles and other consumer durable goods, but he did not specifically mention 
household refrigerators in this connection. Quota restrictions on automobiles have already been removed. 


There are still shortages of various materials, however, such as tin, crude rubber, lumber, textiles, 
so that it will be necessary to retain controls over these, pointed out Mr. Krug. 


Inventory controls also will be kept in force until the danger of hoarding and stockpiling by a few 
at the expense of the general public has passed, it was indicated. This may mean, for example, that 
refrigerators produced in the next few months will continue to go into the government “stockpile” for 
distribution to essential users such as hospitals. But no direct statement regarding the refrigerator 
stockpile was made by WPB in announcing some of its reconversion plans on Aug. 16. 


Until the effects of military cutbacks can be determined, WPB also plans to continue preferential 
protection for small businesses ($50,000 or less per quarter). This will include use of ratings by these 
small companies, WPB said. 


Production of 550,000 washing machines by the end of the year can also be expected, according to 
Mr. Krug. He sees 50,000 washers for the third quarter and 500,00C in the fourth quarter. 


COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING INDUSTRY MAY PRODUCE IN 
VOLUME IMMEDIATELY IF MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE 


The effect of the Victory over Japan on the commercial refrigeration and air conditioning industry, 
in terms of making equipment available for the civilian market should be almost immediate—provided it can 


get its fair share of materials. 


Most of the manufacturers of commercial refrigeration and air conditioning equipment, and refrig- 
eration parts, supplies, and accessories, were manufacturing their regular line of products or something 
close enough to their regular line that reconversion will not be as great a problem as in some other fields. 


A recent WPB report showed that the commercial refrigeration and air conditioning industry has 
been currently producing at the rate of $58,696,000 worth of goods in each calendar quarter, $40,827,000 
of which has been going to the armed forces. The report estimated that the industry must produce $37 
million worth of equipment per quarter to break even in peacetimes, and if operating at peak capacity 
can produce $65 million in goods per quarter. 


(Continued on next page) 
——Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1996 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Copyright, 1948. 
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The big question, however, is how soon the manufacturers of commercial and air conditioning equip- 
ment can get enough materials to operate at anything like peak capacity. There will be a wild scramble 
for steel, and it is probable that the shortage in fractional horsepower motors will continue for a while. 


There are no controls over the production of commercial refrigeration equipment. However, despite 
the fact that controls have been off for some time it is well known in the industry that manufacturers 
of display cases and other refrigerated fixtures, for example, have been finding it difficult to get into any. 
volume production of their products. 


WPB Chairman Krug’s statement on post V-J policy seemed to indicate that some sort of a rating 
system would remain in effect, and this probably means retention of Priorities Regulation No. 1, which 
sets down the rule that rated orders must be filled first. This may mean that for highly essential appli- 
cations of commercial refrigeration equipment, the dealer may still have to apply for a rating on Form 
541 (as explained in the July 30 issue of the NEws) to get any kind of speed in delivery. 


NEW PRICE REGULATION COVERING COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING 


EQUIPMENT SETS UP THREE METHODS FOR PRICING NEW EQUIPMENT 


Commercial refrigeration equipment, “summer” air conditioning equipment over 1 hp. in size, and heating 
and air conditioning equipment come under OPA’s new price regulation for mechanical building equipment, 
Maximum Price Regulation 591. 


The methods for determining ceiling prices on existing products are about the same as those which have 
been in effect under Maximum Price Regulation 188, which previously covered such items. There are set up, 
however, three pricing methods for new commodities coming within the scope of the order, as follows: 


First method—If a new commodity represents only a minor change in a formerly manufactured commodity, 
the manufacturer may use the maximum price for the old commodity as his ceiling for the new. 


Second method—a manufacturer may determine his ceiling by applying a mark-up factor that he is cur- 
rently enjoying on sales of a comparable commodity to the unit direct cost of the new commodity. 


Third method—The manufacturer may submit his production cost data to OPA and OPA will then estab- 
lish. a ceiling price for the new commodity by a specific order. 


FRIGIDAIRE EXPLAINS RECONVERSION PROBLEMS THROUGH FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENT IN 
DAYTON, OHIO, DAILY NEWSPAPERS 


In a full-page announcement which recently appeared in daily papers in Dayton, Ohio, Frigidaire 
Division, General Motors Corp., explained to the general public why it is unable to produce refrigerators 
in unlimited quantities at present, and further outlined briefly the company’s reconversion and postwar plans. 


Declaring that the company did not know how much peacetime production there would be during 
the rest of 1945, the Frigidaire advertisement said there were four factors involved in the question, 
“What prevents larger-scale production of peacetime products now?” 


These delaying factors were givén as: (1) need for experienced or trained personnel, (2) lack of 
sufficient quantities of all materials, (3) shortage of machine tools, (4) need for space, even more than 
Frigidaire occupied before the war. 


Reconversion, Frigidaire said, will require additional employes, ‘“‘and when we reach peak production 
on refrigerators, ranges, water heaters, home freezers, commercial, and air conditioning equipment, we 
will need more people than we employed even at the peak of our war production!” 


Electric ranges are available now, declared the advertisement, and can be bought if: “(1) you 
have no electric range now which can be used, or repaired and made usable; (2) your home is now wired 
for 200-volt electricity; (3) you have been assured by the electric company that you will be served with 
electricity.” 
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SEEGER-SUNBEAM CORP. PRODUCES FIRST HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATOR AUG. 9 


Production of household refrigerators was begun Aug. 9 at Seeger-Sunbeam Corp.’s plant in St. Paul, 
Minn., announces W. G. Seeger, president. The company had not produced household units for 41 months. 


During 1941 the then Seeger Refrigerator Co. made more than 300,000 household cabinets in addi- 
tion to commercial reach-in refrigerators and display cases and employed more than 2,000 workers, but 
postwar the company plans substantial increases in both manpower and products, added Mr. Seeger. 


Seeger-Sunbeam still has several war contracts in operation which are not scheduled for completion 
for some time, it was said. 


A & P WILL GIVE YOU PRICE OF ENTIRE MEAL IF YOU DON’T LIKE ITS FROZEN FISH 


Proof of the high quality of frozen foods is to be found in the new merchandising wrinkle which the 
Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co. is using in introducing, in a few of its markets, a line of quick-frozen 
fish steaks and fish fillets. 


The new merchandising idea is a money-back guarantee “plus.” For if the customer finds his frozen 
fish steak or fillet unsatisfactory, the A & P will not only return the cost of the steak or fillet, but also 
the cost of the complete menu in which it was served. With each package is a printed note, which 
says in effect: “if you don’t agree this is the best fish you’ve ever eaten, just return the empty pack- 
age with a list of the ingredients in your dinner and their prices, sign your name and address, and 
we'll pay for the meal.” 


The products are being sold under the brand name of “Cap’n John’s” and plans are being made to 
set up freezers for freshwater varieties in Chicago and Detroit, for southern types in Baltimore, and 
possibly a West Coast plant. 


PHILCO OFFERS 4 FELLOWSHIPS FOR FROZEN FOOD RESEARCH AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


Cornell University has announced the establishment by Philco Corp. of four $1,500 research fellowships for 
study in the frozen food field at the new school of nutrition in Ithaca, N. Y. 


One year of study in frozen food economics, cookery, engineering, and processing is afforded by the 
fellowships, which will be effective this fall. 


FIRST AIR CONDITIONED TRACKLESS TROLLEY SOON TO BE IN OPERATION; IS FIRST OF 
323 SIMILAR ‘VEHICLES TO BE BUILT THIS YEAR 


Pullman-Standard Car Mfg. Co. will soon deliver the first air conditioned trackless electric trolley 
ever built to the Georgia Power Co., which will use it experimentally in Atlanta. 


The trolley is being built at Pullman-Standard’s Worcester, Mass., plant and is one of 323 similar 
vehicles authorized by WPB for construction this year. 


Cooling and humidifying capacity of the new trolley is equal to that on the latest railway cars, and 
is said to be about twice the capacity used on inter-city buses. 


This extra capacity is necessary because of rush-hour crowding and the frequent opening and 
closing of doors, according to Henry G. Strong, director of transportation air conditioning of Carrier 
Corp., which designed the equipment. 


PATRICK DELUHERY NAMED SOUTHWESTERN MANAGER FOR ADMIRAL CORP. 


Patrick Deluhery has been appointed southwestern manager for all Admiral Corp. products, announces 
Wallace C. Johnson, manager of field activities for the company. 


A former district manager for the Oldsmobile Division of General Motors Corp., Mr. Deluhery 
joined Admiral last year as assistant branch manager of the Chicago office. In his new post, he will 
eventually headquarter in Kansas City, Mo. 
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WPB EASES REPLACEMENT PARTS RESTRICTIONS FOR RADIO REPAIRMEN “3 Regulati 
nd ~it—but 
Radio repairmen no longer have to obtain a defective tube or part in exchange for a new tube or ation and 
a ‘ part, under the recently revised Order L-265, which drops the scrap and salvage clause, explains WPB. setae the 
. . 9 h rea 
Revision of the order also aids persons establishing new radio repair service operations. Under the ao Bomb 
former order they could only obtain parts to repair sets in their possession, and were required to get man race 1 
special assistance from WPB headquarters in Washington, D. C., to establish an initial working inventory mental prot 


illions of ye 
of parts. The revised order eliminates this ruling. sin,” 
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CARRIER CORP. BUYS OWN BUILDING TO HOUSE NEW YORK CITY OFFICES does proto 

Purchase of an 11-story building at 18-20 E. 50th St., New York City, to house its New York offices has the No. 

been announced by Carrier Corp. Present offices are in the Chrysler building, but Carrier has not announced As reported | 

when they will be moved to the new address. sen, the A 

yphoon” as h 

im, began see 

WESTINGHOUSE ADVERTISING PROGRAMS CONSOLIDATED UNDER J. M. McKIBBIN ito the Jap 

ae set foot on 
- Consolidation of the Westinghouse Electric Corp. advertising programs under direction of J. M. ~~ mag roo 
3 McKibbin, assistant to vice president, including all general advertising, the radio programs, motion pic- ted on? Be 
tures, and sign identification work, has been announced by George H. Bucher, president. re Aug. 31 ¢ 

gon the odd 

" Mr. McKibbin has had charge of company product and industry advertising since May, 1944. Assign- oe press ay 


ment of the additional advertising responsibilities to Mr. McKibbin places the entire Westinghouse program 
under his direction. His office will be in Pittsburgh. 
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A native of Pittsburgh, Mr. McKibbin joined Westinghouse in 1922 as a member of the promotion ggg a 
division in Pittsburgh. Since that time he has been advertising manager in the company’s offices at toon who is | 
Cleveland, Detroit, and the central district with headquarters in Pittsburgh; head of promotional opera- sil, Was one ¢ 
P . > the world 
tions of industries served by Westinghouse; apparatus promotion manager; in charge of the application wwledge of tl 


data and training section, and in 1944 was made assistant to vice president. 
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6 FIRMS GET WPB SPOT AUTHORIZATIONS FOR CIVILIAN RADIO EQUIPMENT 


“Spot” authorizations for the production of civilian radio sets, amplifiers, and test equipment under 
Priorities Regulation 25 have been granted to six firms, announces the War Production Board. 


No priorities assistance is granted under these authorizations, so there is no assurance that the firms 
will be able to produce up to the full value of their authorizations, explained WPB. 


The six companies and their authorizations are as follows: Templetone Radio Mfg. Corp. of New I _ —— 
London, Conn., radio sets valued at $120,000; Schulmerich Electronics, Inc., of Sellersville, Pa., ampli- nding machit 
fiers worth $37,500; Kemp Equipment Co. of Rochester, N. Y., radio sets, $9,600; Universal Instruments pire out why, 


fre Was only a 
nN box every 
This use will 
the home fre 


Co. of Cincinnati, test equipment, $24,000; Electronics Corp. of America, New York City, radio sets, 
$100,000; General Television & Radio Corp. of Chicago, radio sets, $110,000. 


INCREASED INTEREST SHOWN IN REFRIGERATED TRUCK FACILITIES 


Marettes A, 

Increased interest is. being demonstrated in refrigerated truck trailers, declares A. K. Tice, vice ang by the g 

president in charge of sales for Fruehauf Trailer Co. thee egy, 
iD dies : 

“Packing houses as well as distributors of perishable fruits and vegetables are eager for details Spee 

on the latest method for maintaining safe temperatures in all seasons in truck-trailers,” Mr. Tice cat and put 
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GILFILLAN SETS UP RESEARCH DIVISION FOR PLANNED POSTWAR PRODUCTS 


but your smo! 
_ shortag 


Gilfillan Bros., Inc., manufacturer of refrigerators and radios in Los Angeles, has established a research 


and engineering division principally for further postwar development of those products and of television : wa ~ r 
receivers, according to an announcement by C. F. Wolcott, the company’s technical director. d nar posite 
tPeners) on t 


The new division is at 3142 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5. Company headquarters will continue at 
1815 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 6. 
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